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Readings: Third Sunday of Lent | USCCB 

 

From the scale of 1-10, 1 being least often and 10 most often, how 

often do you procrastinate? Follow-up question: what kinds of things do 

you end up procrastinating on the most? These are important questions, 

because today Jesus tells us that procrastination is as dangerous as your 

life suddenly ending. Yikes! How does he make this conclusion? 

We are in Luke chapter 13 now in Galilee on our way to Jerusalem 

after the experience on the mountain las week where Jesus had to come 

to terms with the fact that he would have to show God’s glory through 

suffering. While on the way, he continued to teach and bud heads with 

religious and roman leaders who are only getting angrier because Jesus 

is not holding back, he keeps warning them about disaster if they do not 

change their lives. King Herod himself went from being curious about 

who Jesus was and wanting to meet him, to, as we are told in verse 31 of 

this chapter, wanting to kill him. 

Here, Jesus runs into a group of people from Galilee just coming 

back from Jerusalem after a pilgrimage and he takes the opportunity to 

teach them about the need to forgive your enemy and settle disputes 
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peacefully. In the conversation this group learns that Jesus is on his way 

to Jerusalem, and being that Jesus himself is from Galilee, they decide to 

warn him about Pilate and what he has done to Galileans in the past. 

They tell him about a time when a group from Gallie went to the 

Jerusalem temple on pilgrimage to offer animal sacrifices as they did 

every year. Pilate sent his Roman troops to get the money that temple 

was collecting form this pilgrimage for his own building projects (an 

aqueduct I believe). This made the Galilean pilgrims angry, and they 

revolted. Pilate gets mad and orders his troops to kill them on site, hence 

the comment about their mingled blood with that of the animals they had 

just sacrificed. 

They are telling Jesus of this event to stop him from going to 

Jerusalem for two reasons. First, having just come from Jerusalem 

themselves, they had heard how people were speaking ill about Jesus, 

saying that he was creating a revolt, unrest. Just a chapter before, Jesus 

said “Do you think I have come to bring peace? No, I have come to 

cause division… divide households, fathers against sons, daughters 

against mothers…” These things are going around and they are making 

the authorities annoyed and nervous. So they are warning him not to go 
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there because Pilate might just do the same thing to him as he did in the 

past. The second reason is they are also afraid for themselves. Because 

Jesus is from Galilee, and Pilate already has a thing against Galileans 

because of the past, if Jesus goes and creates unrest, then Pilate might 

just take it out on all Galileans. 

So the reason for them telling Jesus this story seems obvious, and 

they were expecting Jesus to say something like: “oh my, thanks for the 

warning, thanks for letting me know, that Pilate guy sounds like a real 

piece of work, never mind - I won’t go there anymore!” But instead, 

Jesus takes this as an opportunity to teach them about their own need for 

repentance. What?! Imagine their confusion: why are you telling us 

about repentance when we just told you what he has done? He is the evil 

one, not us!  

The reason Jesus is saying this is because he noticed that these 

people were so focused on the sin of Pilate, and the sin of that group that 

Pilate killed (because they would have thought of it as a punishment 

from God – they obviously must have also sinned) that comparing 

themselves to them, they thought they were pretty good. Jesus obviously 

came to preach to people like them!  
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Jesus noticed that this group was so hyperfocus on the sins of 

others, that they were completely missing the point. Jesus just told them 

about the need to forgive your enemy, something he was inviting them 

to do, but they put it off, ignore it. So he says – if you continue to put it 

off, if you continue to ignore the fact that this message is for you too, 

then you are no better off than Pilate or those whom he killed. 

What Jesus is bringing to the surface is the human tendency to put 

aside our relationship with God: the danger of procrastination.  

What is procrastination? It is to delay, postpone, put aside 

something that we know is important and needs to be done. A lot of 

people struggle with procrastination, we are all guilty of it, and for those 

for whom it becomes a habit, chronic, it is difficult to break. 

Psychologists observe how chronic procrastination creates an internal 

battle that can have long term damaging effects: anxiety, low energy, 

low self-confidence and even depression not to mention the 

consequences of neglect when we feel like it’s too late and give up on 

doing the task. 

Now, most of us probably don’t have a chronic problem, we might 

just struggle with it from time to time, but what about in our spiritual 
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lives? Based on what I hear as a confessor and my own struggles as a 

penitent, I am tempted to say that most of us do have a chronic problem 

with procrastination when it comes to our relationship with God. It is 

one thing to see the dishes pile up, the stacks of homework assignments, 

the email inbox grow, it is very visible, in your face, we are forced to 

eventually get up and take care of it, but the spiritual life is not as 

visible, so it is easier to ignore or redirect the attention elsewhere and 

ignore or not even realize our need, like this group from Galilee Jesus 

was speaking to. Sometimes we are afraid of our spiritual responsibility 

because we know it goes hand in hand with moral responsibility, so we 

run, put it off, ignore it. 

 In a way, that is what happened to Moses. He had a big 

responsibility, he had an important position in his family and mission in 

leading the people out of slavery but after he killed someone he runs, 

afraid of the consequences he decides to forget about it and runs away 

until he has the burning bush experience where he has to come to terms 

with what he needs to do, and God assures him he will be with him, not 

to be afraid. 
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For our young audience, think of my favorite movie, The Lion 

King. Simba runs away from his responsibility as the next king because 

he was afraid of his uncle scar. He decides to forget about his moral 

responsibility with his family and chooses to play, sing, and eat bugs all 

day until he has a “burning bush” experience with the vision of his dad 

reminds him that he needs to go back, he must stop procrastinating, and 

not be afraid. (It’s a good reminder for us when we have to do chores or 

homework or go to church or pray before bedtime… we prefer to catch 

up on tiktok videos, but it is important to do our responsibility first.)  

To drive the point even further, incase Jesus wasn’t clear enough, 

he gives us the image of the fig tree which has different levels of 

meaning but let’s focus on it as a symbol of the human person. It is 

planted on a vineyard with fertile soil, it even has gardener who is trying 

to take care of it so that it may produce fruit, but year after year it 

produces nothing. It has become completely unproductive despite it 

having everything it needs to flourish, so the question Jesus is posing is: 

why not just cut it down? If it has all it needs, but is choosing not to use 

anything, it’s just wasting space that can be used for something else. In 

other words, why should a person, who has been given the gift of life 
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and existence, to whom God has given Jesus, grace, the church to 

provide for their flourishing, continue to live when they are doing 

nothing?  Inactivity, unproductivity, procrastinating is to reject the 

opportunity God is giving you – it is to waste all that is before you.  

This group of Galileans procrastinated their own need for 

conversion by focusing on the sins of others. Luke’s community to 

whom he is recounting this story procrastinated by being more 

concerned over the wretched romans that they were not living out the 

fullness of the baptism, the new life that they had just received. 

But not all is dark. Jesus ends with this: ‘Sir, leave it for this year 

also, and I shall cultivate the ground around it and fertilize it; it may bear 

fruit in the future…” Jesus is advocating for us, asking God to give us a 

second chance, and he is ready to do everything on his end so that we 

may realize what we have and finally bear good fruit. He was willing to 

go to Jerusalem, despite the danger he was just informed of, for them, 

for Luke’s community, for us – so that we might have the grace 

necessary to be productive in all areas of our lives, especially our 

relationship with God. To procrastinate and put our Christian faith aside 

is equivalent to rejecting the sacrifice on the cross.  
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Bringing it home now: think of lent as that time Jesus has asked 

for, as the second chance he is giving us to reorganize and prioritize our 

spiritual lives, to fix our procrastination. It’s week 3 now… how is it 

going? Did you start strong and are still strong in your prayer, fasting 

and almsgiving or has it been forgotten? Maybe you never really started 

in the first place… It is tempting to say “oh well, I fell behind, too late 

now, there is always next year…” If we take seriously the gospel today, 

Jesus is saying: don’t be so sure… don’t rely on tomorrow, there isn’t 

always necessarily next year.  

 More than anything, I hope we can get out of today’s reading 

Jesus’ desire to take him seriously. He didn’t mind having to go to 

Jerusalem so that we could finally enjoy friendship with God. If we have 

become chronic procrastinators in our spiritual life, or any other area of 

our lives for that matter and have become completely unproductive, 

know that Jesus is advocating for you today, that God may give you one 

more chance.   

+ Fr. Carlos 


